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| * RMIT ne OY -Mporeieb? fen \avith all the 
Vieneration dus to ſo exalted à Character, and 
W aobile I am giving you ſome Account F 'myſelf 
"2 which you have no doubt a Right to expect) and the 
genuine Memoirs of all thoſe ee, Per ſonages, over 
' whom you preſide, moſt humbly hope you will bear me 
with that Candour to which you | have been 1 Jong ac ac- 
 Cuſtomed, 
_ Know then, great Sir, that my Fp, "bike. many 
others, came over with William "the Conqueror, from 
whom they received ſonie diſtinguiſping Marks of Ho- 
OUTS having diſcharged their Duty to their King, 
their Country and their own Conſcience, they ſettled in 
Somerſetſhire, where their Name is ftill famous for 
| their Piety and Virtue.” My 0 „ was born to 
an Inheritance, which it is "Bic probable, would 
have ſecured him from. ſome” of UE more. formidable At- 
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facts of Fortune, had be not been deprived of it by 


4 Method which could be no more foreſeen, than ons 
* think it could be contrived, and which renters 
Thought toward # toltrable- Proviſion for me. 
in War iq impratticable : | MT" Friends now 23 
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#0 , think of doing ſuncthing, and. have 18 'revoloed. Is 
their Minds, the Qualifications they W me of — 
ſeſsd ef, at length determin'd en . 


— T0 _ a Parſon T the ee 2 


: in ſaid they © 


*reil rae a preaching Bleckbead well enough: - 


ws. 
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While I Was preparing for the Dabpit, 10 my inexpreſ- 


bie Grief my Patron dyd, and with him all my 


Hopes of Preferment; having, however, got a little 


Smattering of Learning, and a pretty good Opinion of 
my Abilities, I taot an handſome Lodging, not very 
ſpacious indeed, genteely tho* nat richly furniſbed, at 


a little Brandy -Shop in the celebrated Regions of Grub» 
— „ 4 Place long fince renowned for polite Wit and 


Learning, and am as well known. as any Man perhaps 
in the three Kingdoms, for having wrote a Multiplici- 
| ty of Poems, Satires, Libels, Lampoons, Songs and 
Ballads, with many other bright Productions, and all 


at reaſonable Rates; by which Means I make ſhift 10 


get @ comfortable Li welihood. Having given you this 


Arcount of my Family, Birth, Parentage and Educa- 
lion; it remains, that I now ſay ſomething of the fol. 
lowing Sheets, bow 1 came by theſe is not altogether 
neceſſary for you. at preſent to know, tis ſufficient ! 
tell you, that .they are not, originally my own, but 
another's, and that the Proſpect of their meeting with 
Succeſs, and putting a little Money in my Pocket, 
after this long Vacation, during which I have had 
little, to do and leſs to eat, firſt induced me to ſend 
them to the Preſ' ; which I hope, ſince J thus 
frankly own it, will mitigate the Severity of any 
Sentence your Houſe. may think proper to inflift up- 


en a Poor 2 obo provoked by Want and 2 


verty, 
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verty, and inadvertently neglecting to make a proper 
3 Application for a ſpecial Licence from your Committee, 
2Y has ventured to fend them into the World, firſt for his own 
private Emalument, and ſecondly like moſt other Authors, 
for the good of my Country ; for you muſs know, we 
Authors make the publick Good none of our ſmalleſt 
Pretenſions for the many NoTH iNGs we daily publiſh : 
Notwithſtanding which, we frequently, from woful Ex- 
perience, find our Labours ſlighted or diſregarded, and 
the lumpiſh Offspring of our Brain dead almoſt as ſoon as 
vorn; which we undertake to ſhew as plainly as the Noſe 
upon your Face, Mr. P—fid—t, or (to ſpeak more ſcienti- 
Frally) to prove as fully, clearly, and demonſtratively, as 
| that two and two make, or in the Language of Mathemc-- 
ticians, are equal to four, can be aſcribed to no other 
Cauſe than the Degeneracy of the Times; as a further 
Proof, or rather if you will, a Confirmation of this, 
let me only inſtance a Matter of Fact; having ſome 
Time ago an Inclination to publiſh a Piece, about which 
T had taken more han ordinary Pains, upon conſulting 
my Bookſeller, who lives not far from St. Paul's, and 
has long been in Buſineſs, he had the Impudence to tell 
me, that it was too good, and calculated only for the 
Literati of the Age, and that a worſe Thing would go 
down, and make me amends for my Trouble: A ſirik- 
ing Inſtance this, of the Depravity of the Age we live 
in; I confeſs, Sir, I am too much of an Author, to 
omit declaring, that the ſecond Conſideration I juſt now 
mentioned, has had its proper Weight with me, which 
1 hope will likewiſe have a proper Influence with the 
 Publick in my Favonr, and if they'll forgive me this 
one Time, I here give it them under my Hand, that 1 
will never more trouble them upon ſo difagreeable 4 
— 55-7} . 
As you are yourſelf a ſhining Character, and from 
the Poſts you ſo honourably fill, the primum Mobile, 
if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, of the whale * 
Wy RE "= 


"+ vi i 
3 Pardon ne, if under the Shadow. of your Wing I ba- 
| ſten for Shelter, from the Reſentments particularly of 
= twa of the principal Officers of Rank and Diſtinction 
amongſt you ; I meath your Diftator and Cenſor-Ge-. 
| neral. As for your Cenſor-General, I can't help think-. 
| | ing that the Man is a little too rough bern; and were 
1 I not apprebenſive that it might be deemed an A pan 
i upon your mechanical Genius, I could here furni 
with a Recipe to poliſo his Manners a little. Suppoſe, 
T Mr. P—fid—t, you were to have bim ground in the 
| Guilford Mill; 7 am told it does Wonders! I dare 
| ay it would be of Service to him; as for your Dic- 
tator, I don't think there is any Occaſion for him to 
undergo this Operation; for to tell you the Truth, 1 
think be is more than poliſhed already; and did he but 
liſp a little, I am fully perſuaded, he would make as 
compleat a Gimmy as any of them ; it would aljo ſerve 
to correct that Sofineſs of Mrs. Cibber, in the Practice 
of which he has been ſo very ſucceſsful, that were a 
Man to ſhut his Eyes he would be at a Loſs to knew 
the Copy from the Original : Do pray, Mr. P—fid—t, 
let the dear Creature try, 4 am Jure he would do it 
prettily. 

You ſee already, Sir, that I dow't intend. to addreſi 
you in the Stile and Fuſtian of the Rank of common 
Dedicators, by proclaiming your ſhining Qualities to 
the World, this would be to affront your Modeſty on 

be one Hand; nor would I ſaucily preſume to point out 
your. Foibles, and then to make @ Panegyrick upon your 
Character, tell you that ſome Leaves in the Volume of 
the faireſt Life are, legenda cum agnii z and that to 
cenſure the Miſcarriages or Infirmities of Mankind, is 
16 do human Nature uo Honour: No, Sir, this would 
be to inſult your good Senſe on the other. I laviſh 
 aarvay no Rhetorick, either on your Benevolence to Man- 
5 kind in general, o Jour Bethe lo the News: or 
SIE i 18 8 Jour 
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your * Condeſcenfion to tho ſe who differ from you in their 
Sentiments, concerning the Intereſt of Religion; or 
where you ſpine moſt : Your Aſiduity behind your 
Counter, and your ftrift Impartiality when in your El. 
bow.Chair, with all the Gravity of a Reverend High 
Prieſt ; you loll at Eaſe in the Senate Room, where 


with infinite Pleaſure and Surprize, I have had Op- 
portumties of "obſerving with bow. piercing an Eye, 


and uncommon a Penetration, you ſee into the real Mes 
rits of every Cauſe that comes before yen; and with 
how right Judgment you have reduted, into one; ſingle 
Sentence, the Subſtance of a whole Night's laboured .. 
Debate. All theſe copious Subjefts of Oratory I pur- 


| Poſely omit, left I. ſhould be ſuſpected of Adulation. 


As your Orators frequently find their Imaginations 


warm d to an elevated Degree: For Inſtance, Galli- 


pot, who ſeems to think that he need only raiſe his 
Voice, and ſpeak louder than the reſt of his Fraternity, 
to impoſe upon them the Neceſſity of believing what he 
ſays, which is always attended by an imperious Arro- 


gance; that by the by, ſtrongly indicates a Contempt 


of thoſe to whom he Books. T think it would not be al- 
together unworthy of you, in the Character of Moderator, 


to have by you (as a certain Greek Orutor had) one that 
play d upon the Flute, thereby to frame and lower their 
Tones, as ſoon as the Heat of the Diſcourſe ſhould 
tranſport them 


This, however, is a Liberty 1 
have no Right to tale; the moſt bumble Advice, un- 
aſked, looks too much like Inſolence; and in this Coun- 
try, hke Phyſicians, we only. give our Opinions ; but to 
preſcribe for theſe Men would be Madneſs indeed, for 
they are long ſince damned to Immortality.” 
But 1 forget to whom 1 am ſpeaking, and that it is 
now Time no longer to intrude. I muſt however, con- 


clude with the ſame Obſervation I began with, namely, 


That the Publication of the following Sheets, is owing 
to the temporary Invention of a needy Garreteer. 
Tre- 
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TRIP [ vil] 
1 remains at an awful Diſtance, my Pen upon a proper 
Conſideration devoted 10 your Service, 4liufirious dir, 


From my Garret. - Your Friend and Admirer, 
in Grub-Street, Oc- | Toy. Fe VIE.) 


tober, A "0 Timothy Scrubb. 


P. S. Pleaſe to deſire your Aſſociation of Bl—k- 
h- ds not to expect that I ſhould condeſcend to 
anſwer any Nonſenſe. they may publiſn; for as the 
Tow is filling, I ſhall have other Fiſh to fry. -.. 
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| Stated SrEAKERs 
| OF THE 
Robin Hood Socrzrv, Se. 


1 1 K. 


Reckon you have, by this Time, received my 
Letter, in Anſwer to that of yours, of the 
wherein you inform me, that you have 
lately read the * Apology for the Robin- Hood 
Society with a good deal of Pleaſure ; and beg that 
as I reſide in London, and had mentioned them 
in a former Letter, I would ſend you ſome Account 
of the Society. It is with Reluctance that I comply 
with your Requeſt, as it will be the moſt diſagree - 
able Letter you ever yet perhaps received from me. 
T believe I ſhall give you no ſmall Degree of Sur- 
Prize, when I tell you that mey's are the moſt con- 


— 
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See the 1 bar the Robin- Hood Society, Ec. 
printed for J. Brooke, at the Golden Head, under St. Dun- 
Aan 8 Church, Fleelfireet. | 
B 5 - temptible 
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: temptible Sett of Mortals that ever exiſted: Their 
Impieties firſt drew upon them the Notice and Ob- 


ſervation of the World, as their repeated Blaſphe- 


mies {till do the equal Pity : and Indignation of __ 


Candid and Charitable. 
By ſome they have been repreſented as a School 


of diabolical Tenets, and by others as a Neſt of In- 


fidels, whoſe Buſineſs it is ta,debauch the Minds of 
Youth. - The firſt was *anſv{tred, or rather endea- 
vod to be anſwered” in a-Four-penny Pamphlet, 
firſt deſigned by a Baker, begun by a car- 


ried on by a Linnen-Draper, and finiſhed by three 


different Hands of no leſs Eminence; inſomuch that 


none of them can boaſt it is his. As for the canting 


Story of the Antiquity of the Society, it is agreed, 
on all Hands, to be the Baker's. The To Wuo, 
and the To WHAT, to be the but farther 


they ſay not. 
The ſecond Charge was 3 to be anſwered 
in a more modeſt Manner, by Way of an Apology, 
which, it ſeems, you have read, and which, it my 
be confeſſed, is by no Means deſtitute of Merit 


but the ſage Gentlemen, ſo. conſcious were they of 


the Juſtneſs and Propriety of the Charge, that they 


very prudently diſavowed their Connection with it, 
even before the Publication ; 3 b ſomewhat like: the 
108890 
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+ As 1 ode not willingly Fg the Men the. leaſt 1 In- 
juſtice, I ſhall here ſubjoin the Argument on which the 


RRSOTUTION OF THE HOUSE WAS FOUNDED. 
PROBABLY it may be ironically wrote, PROBABLY it 


+ may not; PROBABLY it may be a good Thing, PROBABLY 
it may not: Therefore PROBABLY it may be neceſſary for 
the Society to diſown, unſeen and unheard, that or any 


Thing elſe, unleſs ſigned by the Chairman and Society; 
by which Means the Sale of the ſaid Pamphlet, as it is 


PROBABLY wrote by a Garreteer, to get a little Money, 
Will 
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good. old Lady: 8 wrote à Ballad againſt Mr. 
Pope's Homer — he begun it. I am as fully ſa- 
tisfied,' as I am of any Propoſition in the Mathe- 
maticks, that it was not wrote by a Member of the 
Society; for in it there are ſome ſtriking Marks of 
Truth and Juſtice, of Candour and Humanity, to 
which the Society have no Manner of Pretence. 
If the Deſign of theſe Men was to inveſtigate Truth, 
as they pretend: If they were Scholars, or Men of 
common Senſe and Diſcernment, might we not ex- 
2 ae and Af of e e Candour, 
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with n a by pgeronted, bd will Non n 6 
a very good Reaſon too for this Society to cenſure they 
know not what; and PROBABLY a very good Reaſon too 
for inſerting an Advertiſement to the ſame probable Purpoſe, 
to be igned by oth of the ſaid probable Members. 


Na” As 


June 3, 17 51. 
| Reſolved es the Society meeting at the Robin Hood, in 
the Butcher Row, that nothing publiſhed, or to be * 
liſhed, in Defence of that Society, ought to be look'd 
upon as written by their Order, or with their Conſent, . 
unleſs oye by the Preſident, by their Order. 


"TN by Order of the Society, 
G Jaarne f 


11 is perth oblerving, that notwithſtanding they have 

been charged with maintaining Tenets the moſt abſurd and 

, Impious; and that two Pamphlets have been publiſhed in 
their Vindication; the firſt actually ſold (at the Society) 
by their Privity and Conſent. They have never yet, if 
we may believe their above-written Declaration, either 
aby themſelves, or any Hireling under their Inſpection, of- 
fered a ſingle Syllabſe in their Defence, but ſtand ſelf- 
condemned: What then ſhall we ſay of theſe Men, who 
alarm the World with what they dare not bring to the Teſt 
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nerable BZ 
who early put him to School, by which Means he 


and Decency of nite Modeſty, and good 


Breeding, to accompany the Reſearch ? But, free 
from Reſtraints of this Kind, they can attack the 
moſt ſacred and important Dodrines : : And it is 


more owing to the Lenity of the Government, than 


the due Execution of the Laws of our Country, 


that they are not with-held from broaching their de- 
ſtructive Doctrines. 


This illuſtrious Aſſembly is compoſed of Bakirs, F 


Shoemakers, Journeymen-Barbers, Fleet Parſons, 
Pſalm- ſinging Clerks, and Apprentice Boys, who 


every Monday Night make no inconſiderable Figure 
on the Side of Infidelity, and deliver their Senti- 
ments in a Diction ſo pure, that few, if any, can 
underſtand, and as few, if any, can tell what they 


drive at; they ſuppoſe it is ſomething above their 
Caption, and attribute to their Want of Under- 


ſtanding, what inter nos, is not, nor was deſign'd, 


to be underſtood. 


In the Midſt of this auguſt Aſſembly, ſits a ve; 
r, born of poor but honeſt Parents, 


was prevented from keeping Company with the 


bad Boys of the Neighbourhood ; as he had a 


ſtrong Memory, and was under pretty ſevere Diſ- 
cipline, he made a tolerable Proficiency in Writing 
and Accounts; in ſhort, they took the utmoſt Care 


of his Education ſuch as it was, and had the Satis - 


faction to ſee that it was not flung away upon him. 


His Father, who was an honeſt laborious Man, at 


length prevailed upon a wealthy B--k--r, in the 


_ Paziſh, to take him as an Errand Boy, in which 
Capacity he ſerved for ſometime and behaved well, 
which induced his Maſter to bind him Apprentice, 
nor had he ever any Reaſon, that I could hear of, 
to repent it. As our young B- 


and aſſiduous to pleaſe, he had quired the Cha- 
racter of an honeft, well-meaning, pains-taking 
* 8 : i 7 ow | Man: . 


/ 
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r was n 95 


to ſet up for him 
hope for Buſineſs; he now opens a Shop, and in- 


Grave. 


chant out his Praiſes, and mount him on the Wings 
of Fame: He is wiſe, learned, good and great; is 


adorn. or accompliſh him. Cuſtomers and Clients 


1 re- 


full fraught with Bleſſings, which our B- 


than once challenged to a publick Diſputation, a 
noted Clergyman of the Church of England, but as 
he no ſooner found himſelf gravelled, than he had 
Recourſe to Subterfuges, and denied the moſt 
glaring Evidence, as weak and inſufficient ; the 


' Diſpute, and gave him over as incorrigible. 
debe 


which he thinks ſuperfluous, and ariſes more from 


Importance of the Subject; he always eſteems him 
the beſt Orator, who only uſes Words to cloath his 
Thoughts, yet has he often lamented, that ſome 00 

c 


Man: Providence now finiled upon him, and en- 
abled him by the 9 Legacy of an old Aunt, 

If, St. Giles's was pitched upon. 
as a Place where a Man of this Character might 


ſinuates himſelf into the N of the Sober and 


As our B-—r_ was very active, and his In- 
tereſt ever uppermoſt in his Thoughts, he ſoon 
ſet up for ſtanding Council without Fee or Reward, 
to the bold and intrepid Breed of St. Giles's, who 


all Deſert, and has every excellent Quality that can 
now flock in Crowds, ſtruck with Admiration, and 


ceives as a Man who is conſcious that he deſerved 
them ; having read over a few muſty Authors, he 
becomes proud and imperious, and for many Tears 
has had the Vanity to imagine himſelf qualified to 
_ diſpute with a Bench of Biſhops, He has more 


Gentleman thought it in vain, any longer to diſpute 
with a Man who denied the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt 
Proofs, therefore very prudently put an End to the 


r is no great Admirer of the Orna- 
ments of Language, and the Beauties of Writing, 


the Vanity of him who writes or ſpeaks, than the 
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the fineſt Ideas loſe all their Force and Energy, from - 
the Manner in which they are expreſſed, and that 
thoſe Parts of a Diſcourſe which 080 to be cloſe 
and conciſe, are burthened with looſe ' and heavy 
Repetitions; in ofder to correct which, he has at- 
tempted, Bon ſucceſsfully I have not been able to 
learn, to make ſome neceſſary Improvements upon 


the Engliſb Language, now in the Preſs and ſpeedily 


to be publiſhed, many Specimens of which he has 
frequently, it ſeems, ſubmitted to the Society; III 
give you one or two, as they occur to my Memory, 
tho' they are indeed ſome of the moſt inconſiderable, 
but a Man of your Penetration and Sagacity, may 
_ealily form a Judgment, from thoſe which I can 
_ aſſure you are genuine, of the reſt which are to be 
publiſhed by the Order, and with the Conſent of the 
Society; how charmed have 1 been when I have heard 


the Purity of the Engliſh Language flowing from 
his Tongue, and beheld him warmly expreſſing 


ſome of his fine Thoughts in the following ſtrong 
and nervous Manner, WHAT IS MUCH MORE | 
SZLDOMER TO BE MET wiTH, &c. THE MOST SA- 
GACIOUSEST OF ALL ANIMALS, &c. TE MoRE 
BETTERER AND INDEED Mosr BESTEST. With 


many other ſuch like Beauties, hitherto unknown to 
ſome of our fineſt Writers, and for Which he i 1s 


Iuſtly celebrated. 


Next ſits profoundly wiſe, Te ever N 
= o, a bold and confident Speaker, as de- 
ſtitute of Senſe and Learning, as he is void of good 


Breeding, a Man who there gives hourly Proofs of 
an uncommon Genius, and a moſt conſummate 
Impudence, and has long diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his polite and Judicious Animadverfions, upon every 


one of Senfe or Learning, whom Curioſity may at 
any Time have led there, and whom their daring 
Impicties may have provoked to ſay ſomething, that 
unleſs loſt to all Senſe of Shame, r might have ſerved 
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to check their riſing Inſolence. The following 


Lines will give you a pretty clear Idea of this Man, 


whoſe Diſcourſe is as rough as his Figure, and 


who ſeldom fails to make the vary Place eccho with 


his an 


No amorous Hero ever r gave * Birth, 
Nor ever tender Goddeſs brought thee Longs 


Some ragged: Rock's hard Entrails gave thee F orm, 


And —_— Seas produc'd thee. in, a Storm : 
A Soul well ſuiting thy tempeſtuous Kind, 


: So. og 975 n 1 untam d en Mind. 


Por- J 177 


18 who is in Poſſeſſion of the defama- 


tory Patent, has taken under his Tuition young 


Mr. Fribble, who is vain, proud, affected, ſtiff, 
and inſolent, and has made no ſmall Proficiency 


under the Diſcipline of his Tutor, ever noiſy and 
impertinent; this ſoft Creature, who is remarkable 
for his Candour and Humanity, of which I could 
give a pretty recent Inſtance or two, can take off 


not only the Stage Cant of ſome of our moſt cele- 


brated Actreſſes, but likewiſe the Tread, the toſs- up 


of the Noſe, and the lofty throw-back of the Head : 

Nay, and what you would ſcarcely believe, can look 
ſtern, and I have known him diſtinguiſh a proper 
Emphaſis by the Stamp of the Foot, which coming 
9 from ſo delicate a Creature, ſtruck the 
Society with a Degree of Surpriſe, that almoſt ex- 
ceeds Belief. The Noiſe and Confuſion which en- 


ſued on this Occaſion, ſo terrified our Fribble, that 
it threw him into a violent Fever, under which he 
labour'd all the enſuing Winter; however, the re- 


turning Spring, which generally reinſtates other In- 


fects, * this n again to Life. 
p Some 
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Some of his Acquaintance among the Beaur 
Efprits, did not fail to rally him on his long Illneſs, 
on a Suppoſition of its being a Modiſh Diſtemper ; 7 


and in this they were the more confirm'd, by his 


frequent Viſits to Mr. Gallipot, a Robin Hood and 
Little John Orator ; but he has been heard to de- 
clare, upon bis Honour, he never was in a publick | 
Brothel in his Life. 

Mr. Gallipot, you muſt kilo: den the Airs 


of a Man of Importance in his Profeſſion; one fre- 


quently ſees him in a great Sweat, occaſion'd by his 
having been juſt ſent for to a Patient, who lay at 
the Point of Death, which if true was needleſs: 


He frequently comes to the Houſe almoſt out of 


Breath, and pretends that the Hurries and Fatigues 
of his Buſineſs are ſo great and many, that it is 


with Difficulty he can ſpend an Hour, in that polite 


and learned Aſſembly, of which he has the Happineſs 
to be a Member. Our WHIN ING Boy has given 


this Man an utter Averſion for all Fribbles, and he 
is as well from Inclination as Intereſt, a hearty En- 


courager of all Blades, whoſe generous and benevo- 


lent Diſpoſition he has often experienced, and from 
whom he has received many a comfortable Guinea, 


for the Cure of a certain Diſorder which young 


Gentlemen, during their Minority, and before they 
arrive to Years of Maturity, are ſometimes afflicted 


with. It muſt be confeſt, that the Man has Merit, 
as an Author he has given ſome Proofs of his Know- 
ledge and Sagacity, in his Profeſſion ; he has pub- 


| liſhed a ſhort Treatiſe on the VENEREAL D1sE Asx, 


wherein are ſome curious Obſervations and Re- 


flections upon the different Stages of that Diſtemper, 
but he has a little unluckily confounded the Words 
| Contagion and Infection, which bear very different 


Senſes, and which he has miſtaken for Words ſyno- 
nimous ; he has likewiſe publiſhed ſeveral other 


Aabotate Pieces, thoſe which 1 am moſt 125 
| Wit 


[9] 
h, and in which there are ſome beautiful Strokes 
of a fine Genius; are, A Diſſertation on Gliſter Pipes, 
A Critical Enquiry into the original Invention of the 
Urinal, and An Eſſay on the tranſcendent Virtues of 
Iſſue Peas, which have met with all the Succeſs that 
their Merit, and the Importance of their Subject 
could poſſibly entitle them to. Whenever the Nan | 
attempts to harangue, he generally forces a Grin 
from the Audience, which his Vanity as often in- 
terprets into a Mark of Approbation; animated by 
this, he ſtretches his Lungs to a loud Vociferation, | 
and entertains you with whole Sentences of incohe- 4 
rent Bawl, in leſs than five Minutes he'll run over ö 
all the Antients, with whom he is intimately ac- 
quainted. But lo! the Reſult of his boaſted Know- 
ledge, of Antiquity ; why truly, THEY ARE a SET 
OF IGNORANT BLOCKHEADS, tho? had he lived with 
thoſe Sages of old, with whom he makes ſo mighty 
free, and whoſe Characters are the moſt exalted in 
rational Eſtimation, I am' afraid he would ſcarcely 
have had the Honour of being tranſmitted num 
bered amongſt them, down to Poſterity —— yet — 
thrice happy Gallipot, whoſe well tempered Front 
can brave and deny them all. 
The Man has even taken ſome Pains to betray his 
own eminent Littleneſs, and I know not to what 
| Lengths the Impetuoſity of his Temper might car- 
ry him, were it not for the conſtant and vigorous 
Oppoſition he meets with from Gardenius, who op- 
poſes him not from Affectation, to which of all 
Men living, he is the moſt averſe, but from the 
Dictates of an honeſt Heart. This Man in his Con- 
verſation, is free from the haughty imperious Tem- 
per of Fribble, who is ever more captious than judi- | 
cious, and loves to nibble for no other Reaſon than | 
| becauſe he can't bite; and the rigid Severity of 
: e whoſe Vanity prompts him to e every 
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Months, he became at 
tieth Year of his Age, intimately acquainted with 


[10] 


the leaſt Indecorum, tho? a little unhappily for him, 


like Sy/phus's Stone, it rolls back on himſelf, and 
terminates in his own Confuſion ; he is ever putting 


the kindeſt Conſtruction upon every Failure, that 

can poſſibly admit of one, and the frank and op 
Manner which accompanies him on ſuch Occaſions; 
have ſometimes expoſed him to the Deriſion of 


Men of much leſs Parts than himſelf. I have, as 


often as theſe have fallen under my Notice, rallied 
him a good deal, and reminded him of that old 
Proverb, tbe Truth is not to be ſpoke at all Times, 

Upon theſe Occaſions, after having heard me 
with a good deal of Attention, he has told me, 
thoſe ſeeming Indiſcretions could lay him open to 
the Cenſure of none, except the Malevolent Sort 


of People, who ſeldom give any Quarter; that it 


was a particular Pleaſure to him, to ſpeak his Mind 
freely within the Limits of Decency, and pardon 
me, ſays he, if I fay, with perhaps a little ſecret 
Pride, that I have on all Oceaſions, ſpoken the real 2 


Sentiments of my Heart. 


The next Character of any Eminance- amongſt 


them, is that of Shallowell, an Infidel, I wiſh I could 
ſay Deiſt, loſt beyond all Hopes of Recovery, was 


for many Years a private Man on board a King's 


Ship, ſoon after making a Voyage of about :Six 


the blooming Widow of a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, 


who by Means of his Rapaciouſneſs, had left her 
near Two Hundred Pounds in ready Money, which 
together with a very ſmall Annuity, had rendered 
her the ſole Object of his Admiration; and ſo well 


did he ſucceed with this young Creature, juſt arrived 


at her grand Climacterick, that their Nuptials were 
publickly conſummated in the ninth Month of the 
Deceaſe of her late Hufband, and for the firſt three 


Months 


in about the Thir- 


50 
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ec about the Matter 


„ 
Months they went thro” all the Scenes of youthful 
Frolick, * the n and Seaſon of the Year at- 
forded. , 
-"Shallowell had now laid aſide all Thoughts of going 
to Sea again, and reſolved to ſettle in London; upon 
mY the State of their Caſh, which was great». 
yr reduced, they mutually agreed to take an Houſe 
jewhere about Druiy-Lane, and ſet up a Shop in 
the Chandlery Way, tho' this was à conſiderable 
Elevation of Fortune, yet did it maſks no Impreſ- 
ſion upon the Heart of Shallowe!l; the leaſt Diſap- 
pointment filled him full of Doubts and Perplexities, 


he ſecretly repined and charged God fooliſhly ; hear. 
him now in this Aſſembly, the Paradiſe of Fools, 


C & > «£ 4 


making with a malicious Grin the following Speech. 


W Mr. Pref. tent, 


« I Don't know what to ſay to it, the Gentlemen 
«© T which have ſpoke, ſeem to know nothing 
Chriſtianity, why about 
* Chriſtianity —— why if there is ſuch a God as 
&* they run on about, and he did make us? why 
does he not take Notice of us? —— Why then 


if there is ſuch a Thing as Virtue, which we 


<* know nothing about it, why does it not do ſome- 
<* thing for us? Some how to encourage us as it 
were. Why now we fee very often here, a 
ee good Man run down and brow-beat ; for I aw 


„ myſelf t' other vad ju poor Man here juſt by 


60 here, which he had juſt been at Church, only aſk- 


ing for a Halfoenas, and the Beadle laid hold of 


* him, and clapt him up into the Round-Houſe. 
ob. Why now I don't ſuppoſe, but that the Beggerer 
„had as good a Soul as the Beadle, for I am fure, 


as I was coming along, the Beggerer come out of 
$6 Church, and ſome People make a great Stir about 
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the Rubbiſh out of the Bible, a great many Peo- 


an” 8 


all your Ribaldry and I am ſure I ſhould. 
Then up ſtarts old Whiphinch, who wa a Gy - 


tick cloven Foot, and a ſwinging mutton F 7% 


both which he occaſionally brandiſhes in a moſt 


warlike Manner, and makes the — Ha- 
rangue. = , 


Nr. : Pros, 


<« he ſpoke of better than I can repeat it, and ſo it 


dom t argufy; for why now in our Way of Buſineſs; 
« as we ſay in the Way of ſpeaking, our Maſter 


« does as they pleaſe with us, and we can't remedify 


them, becauſe for as how they have the Law of 


A 
* 


their Side, and have a Unitation among them- 


e ſaid was very well ſpoke of, and that it was very 
9 good, and he has convinced me that People as 
&« can't takes their own Parts, are babe 


5a 


going to Church, and I don't believe the Beadle 
had been there at all: Why now I ſaw juſt at my 

„ own Door here, but the Day before Yeſterday, a 
 « Barrow-Woman that cries Potatoes in a Barrow, 
beat another Barrow Woman, a Girl of about 
<« Sixteen ſhe might be perhaps, or there-abouts, 
with the Barrow-Board, and only becauſe ſhe was 
Cow-hearted, and could not call Names, and 
talk Bawdy, and Curſe and Swear as well as ſhe. 
e did. Why now if you would but take out all 


ple I do believe would like it better; take away 


"Think hat the laſt . took Notice 
„and obſerved, was very good; when a Man 
is poor, as the Saying is, every Body does what 
they will with him, and he can't help it, all which 


ſelves, and all that: And ſo I think, what was 


1 
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« as he rightly expreſt, and therefore I leave 


An. 


Such, Sir, are their Harangues; and ſurely Truth 
is likely to meet with great Succeſs among Men of 
ſuch wonderful Sagacit © © 


© Benevolus, who is modeſt, humble, charitable, 
compaſſionate, circumſpect in his Diſcourſe, pru- 
dent in his Conduct, but avaritious, the neceſſary 
| Diſeaſe of old Age: Jealous for the Truth, endea- 
vouring to procure Peace, patient and eaſy of Ac- _ 
_ ceſs; has ſtrove hard to reform Philippo, but in 
vain: The Man is a Zealot in Atheifm ; and as Dr. 
Garth very juſtly obſerves : ELD HS 


Tis hard &er to convince a Fool he's fo, 
Hie loaths the Subſtance, but he loves the Show: 
Hourly his learn'd Impertinence affords 

A barren Superfluity of Words. 


Benevolus is what I ſhall venture to call a good 
Metaphyſician ; his darling Subject is, Whether 
God's Præſcience is conſiſtent with Man's Free-will, 
which he has laboured greatly, and takes a good 
deal of Pains to let the World know he has ſtudied, 

tho? at the Expence of his own private Fortune. 
It gives me great Pleaſure to hear him frequently 
inculcating the Precepts of the Goſpel, in the moſt 
amiable Manner I have ever obſerved : And though 
the Force of Reaſon, Solidity of Judgment, and the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, accompanies every Thing he 
ſays, and he ever delivers himſelf in that mild and 
affable Manner, which could not fail to gain 
upon a ſenſible Audience, yet has he drawn upon 
himſelf the Imputation of Hereſy, a Word as ſel- 
dom underſtood as it is often uſed, and met = 


«pain. 
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the Par ate 65 to great and good Men; J viz. to 
gain Applauſe where he is denied Fuſtice. 

Mr: Fondlechurch often makes a formal Appear- 
ance in Defence of Religion, and as often diſhonours: 


her Cauſe. He is as great an Enthufiaſt in Chriſti- 
anity, as Shallowell is a Bigot on the Side of Infi- 
delity;; his Arguments, pardon the. Expreſſion, for 


want of one more pertinent, are vague and looſe, 
he is ſure to hurt every Cauſe in which he engages,, 


and his Defence of it is the moſt ſenſible Mortifica- 


tion Chriſtianity can receive; it is difficult to fay, 


which is the moſt pernicious, they both 4485 


concur to debauch and pervert the young. and un, 
guarded Mind. yah 

Out of the various ie 1 cbuld give of his 
Senſe and e een I ſhall c Faner Al 


Obs: 70 Fa. Ts 754 3 ho; ws 
a upon oo a C—t 7. 1 75 e, ya ow! o. he was 


aſſured that the Perſons he was p g, were the 
J——1 Men who aſ— d him? was contented very 
gravely to anſwer, That his Conſcience. told him ſo x 
and ſo as M bipſtitcb has obſerved before n me, I leave 
not only it but bim, as too contenprible for farther ; 
Notice. oy 1 

'D-—r $—— indeed, commonly appears on the 
Side of Chriſtianity, and might do the Cauſe, he 


eſpouſes ſome real Service, but he cagerly ſeeks Po- 


pularity, and fondly courts Applauſe, and is.1poſ- 


ſeſs'd of more Affectation than is conſiſtent with the 
Character of a Man of Senſe; he endeavours to 
ſneer and to be witty; but as Wit is by no Means 
the D—r's Talent, I am ſorry to ſay it ſerves only 


to make him appear ridiculous ; for he inherits ma- 


ny excellent Qualities; a Genius turned for Learn- 


ing, a quick Apprehenfion, and a graceful a 
are, Ornaments peculiarly his own, 
As 


1151 


As think, Sir, I know you perfectly well, Lam 
obliged, in] uſtice to the Truth, once more to men- 
tion the Quaker, of whoſe Acquaintance I formerly 
boaſted, and in whoſe Character the Generality of 
the World ſeem to be a good deal miſtaken. He! is 

a Man of a lo- "ring and a ſedentry Counte- 
nance. I think I may with great Juſtice ſay of him 
as a fine Writer once ſaid of a certain Gentleman, 


who was an Ornament to his Country, that no Body 
ever took him for a Fool, tho few, except his moſt 
intimate Acquaintance, know that he has a great 


deal of Senſe; and whoſe Name is not a little ex- 
preſſive of his lively and active Diſpoſition; and 
who, fired with the Love of Truth, and big with 


Hopes, if poſſible, to ſtem this Torrent of Infi- 


delity, has ventured to tread the unhallowed Ground, 
whoſe Walls are conſcious of the groſſeſt Impieties. 
Man of Good. nature, Affability and Moderation ; 
is Vivacity is ſeen in doing all the Offices of Life 
with Readineſs of Spirit and Propriety in the Man- 


ner of doing them: In ſhort, he is ever active in 
laudable Purſuits, and is, without Flattery or Diſ- 


guiſe, a Man of Senſe and real Merit. 

I cannot, however, paſs over in Silence the Incli- 
nation which ſome of the Speakers of his noted A/- 
| ſembly have betrayed for Writing ; and as their Pro- 
ductions have not been of an ordinary or vulgar Nature, 


I would not willingly omit any Thing that may 


tend to diſplay them in their proper Colours. 
D-, having, after a laboured Purſuit col- 
lecded a few Expreſſions from ſome of our Poets, 


which he applies to every Subject alike, without De- 


licacy, Judgment, or Diſtinction, addreſſes the Chair- 


man, his Idol, with fulſome Panegyricks, and moſt 


impudently praiſes him to his Face, as in Raptures 
all ' the while be talks; and as ſoon as he has done, 
cries out, Taar 18 PERFECTLY RIGHT! After 
having 


[16 ] 


N having faid a great deal to diſplay his own ſuper- 
4 lative Dulneſs, he receives, with a ſecret Pleaſure 
N and becoming Pride, the Applauſes of his ill-judg- 
_ ing Friends, who are aſtoniſhed, as any Body might 
. very well be, to hear how he ſpoke. 
| The poor Man, ſenſible that he is wholly deficient 
| in every Part of polite Literature, would now ac- 
i compliſb himſelf in his old Age, when it is too late. 
- He begins to read the Poets at Fifty, and were it not 
| for the Badneſs of his Memory, would make a hopeful 
| Scholar. To fhew his. Improvements, he repeats a fa- 
„ | vourite Paſſage, but unluckily blunders in the Quotation. 
He has, till lately, very prudently kept his Fingers, as 
Orator Fribbie obſerves of himſelf, clean from Pen, 
Ink and Paper; but having, 1 know not by what 
Means, contracted a certain Diſorder, which I am 
afraid is likely to prove fatal, out of an Impertinence 
natural to a ſuperannuated Scholar, he pretends to 
inſtruct at the ſame Time that he is receiving In- 
ſtructions, and commences not only Author but 
Poet. The M—— W—4, a Poem to which he 
has tacked his Name, is an evident Proof of what! 
am now ſaying; the Thoughts are unnatural, and 
the Whole, to ſay no worſe of it, is forced Paftian, 
and incomprehenſible, notwithſtanding the generous 
| Aſſiſtance he met with from one Gentleman in par- 
ticular, who has long ago obliged the Town with ſe- 
oi veral polite Pieces in Verſe and Proſe, which have 
4 been univerſally admired, and have procured him the 
i Character of a FINE WRr1Tzr : But alas! how 
'E hard is the Fate of him, who by any Means what- 
| ever is reduced to the fad Neceſſity of making Senſe 
out of Nonſenſe, and put upon the Drudgery of bam 
mering for Fire, where there is no Flint. 
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Here is a tall ſmock-faced Boy: I am 1 50 to 
call him, tho arrived at thoſe Years which ee 
erve 


LF -- 

ſerve to denominate a Man a Citizen] and a cun- 
ning Orator! having picked up a little Claſſical 
Learning, he looks upon himſelf as no ſmall Ge- 
nius; and being in a particular Manner affected by 
the Loſs of one, whom a ſupreme Degree of Reſpet? 


= forbids me, here, 1 mention, was mighty kindly 


diſpoſed TO conveRT OUR Tears INTO Joy ; 
and immediately ſets Pen to Paper, and compoſes | 
a very pretty Country Sermon, which his good 
Friends and Fellow-Citizens, it ſeems, were of O- 
pinion claimed a higher Title: But, good God.! 
how unaccountable is it, That a Man of the leaſt 
Genius can perform wretchedly on ſo affecting a 
Subject. The Boy in this Piece, (which with the 
ſtricteſt Propriety, is termed a juvenile Production) 
ſeems to have wrote under a particular Inſpiration, 
and to have been endued with the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy; for however ſenſibly affected his Audience 
might at firſt find themſelves, it was not long be- 
fore their Tears were converted into Joy; for he no 
ſooner opened his Mouth, than they began to 
brighten up; and I can aſſure you, upon my Honour, 
as Fribble ſays, they preſently loſt all their Sorrow 


in a hearty Laugh. 


Previous to any Thing the Boy may here- 
after publiſh, I ſhall here give it, as my Opinion, 
that it wou'd be a Pity, were he not to give 
this Performance gratis, as a Specimen of his 
Abilities, for any ſucceeding Work, otherwiſe 


T am afraid great Numbers of our Countrymen 


© 


will {till be deprived of the Advantages of read- 


| How oppoſite to this noTaBLze Pizcs in 
Point of Senſe, Learning, and Genius, is an 
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* Oration 1 have lately met with in my Book- 
ſeller's Shop, in Memory of his Royal Highneſs 


the late Prince of Wales, and which deſerves all 
the Regard that can be paid to an excellent Piece, 
as it is built on Topicks for which only the greateſt 
Prince upon Earth ought to be commended. He 
 relebrates bim, not for being a Prince, but for being 
a good Prince, for being more than Royar, be- 
cauſe HR was coop; and for thoſe Qualities 
which deſerve and adorn that high Station to 


which he ſeemed by Providence reſerved ; for his 


_ Conjugal Virtues, his Taſte of Letters, and Regard 
for Merit, which ſhone ſo eminently in his late High- 
neſs, ad which HAD FLATTERED US WITH THE 


MOST AGREEABLE VISIONs. 


1 would willingly pi you, Sir, the ſhocking 


Recital of ſome of the polite Phraſes which the 
Infidels of this ever-memorable Society make Uſe 
of, when attacking the Religion of their Coun- 
try; to which ſurely there is ſome Reſpect due. 


I have not only heard the Chriſtian Religion in 
general ſpoken againſt, in the moſt contemptible 


Terms, the ſacred Volumes of divine Truth, called 


an Erlübiton of blind Stories, penned without 
either Senſe or Meaning; but the Author of the 


beſt calculated and moſt rational Scheme that ever 
1 exiſted, called, and I tremble to tell you, 


ue and 2 Do you ſtartle and aſk 


for why ? Why, becauſe he drown'd the ou 9 


* Printed for 7. GT facing Northumberland Hoſes bs 


and A. Cs in Pater- naſter Row. 1761 . 


turn'd 
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[ 19 ] e 
turn d T—— and rode away with an Aſs, whieh 
are two ſuch Acts of Cruelty and Injuſtice, as theſe 


very Aſs—s can never forgive. You will per- 
haps conclude, that they are Deiſts; no, Sir, 
I ſcorn to do the Party the leaſt Injury; they 
are a kind of mongrel free - talking Free-Thinkers; 
for they talk firſt and think afterwards, if the7 


can be ſaid to think at all. The Deiſts are a 


Shame to too many profeſſed Chriſtians; and 
ſometimes in mere Pity ſeem to eſpouſe the 


Cauſe of its wretched Followers. Malevolus 


often unfurls the Sails of his Eloquence; and 
while he is furniſhing them with Arguments, 


which they have not Senſe to make a proper 


Uſe of, laughs at their Folly and. Inattention, 


and has nothing to fear from their Attacks, 
on the Cauſe of Deiſm, in which he is be- 
come a mighty Champion, and is a Man of 
| Senſe, and a facetious Companion. — 


And now I hope I have in the Apologiſt's own 


Senſes, acted the Part of an impartial Hiſtorian, 


and I defy him, whoever he is, to ſingle me 


out two from among the profane Crew, to add 


to the Number of thoſe Gentlemen whom I have 


particularly diſtinguiſhed, and whom I am confi- 
dent would never have ventured there, had it 


not been out of a tender Concern for that Relif 
Zion, to which even its greateſt Enemies are not 
= 2 little indebted, tho' they have not Ingenuity e- 
= nNough to own their Obligations, and that I have 
allowed them every Virtue that they can poſſibly 
claim. I have indeed, purpoſely omitted the Mention 
of L—, B—, F—, M—, R—, S—, , K—, and 
ſome others as beneath all Manner of Notice, and 
have ſpared them, to ſpare myſelf the Trouble; for. 
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I can aſſure you it would be no eaſy Taſk of giving 
you a juſt and adequate Conception of their Folly 
and groſs Ignorance. Titius, upon whom theſe 
ſportive Gentleman have confer'd the Appellation 
of the Great Supreme, whom he always mentions 
with a moſt profound Reſpect, is a conſtant Atten- 
dant on this Place, and does not bluſh publickly to 


declare himſelf a Chriſtian, Deiſt; you very well 
know from whom he imbib'd his 5 ne No- 
tions; and as he thinks he is obliged 


he is obliged to con- 
fine himſelf upon all Occaſions, to the Rules of 


ſtrict and demonſtrative Argumentation, and is 


infected with a no greater Degree of Infidelity 
than is common to moſt of the mathematical 
Tribe, who reject all Evidence that does not a- 


mount to ſtrict Demonſtration, and which they 
cannot as fully and clearly comprehend as an 
Axiom in Euclid, has a Mind diſpoſod to 
every good Work, modeſt and co in his 
Diſquiſitions, ſincere and honeſt in al 


Y his Pre- 
tenſions, and is juſtly diftinguiſhed for his Hu- 


manity and Tenderneſs of Heart: I ſhould be 
ſorry, tho' I can by no Means approve of his 


Conduct in many Particulars, to make him the 


Object of Satire, fince he is not altogether in- 
corrigible by milder Methods. : * 


T believe, Sir, I need no Arguments to convince 


you, that I have naturally an Averſion to Satire, 


and had much rather commend than. cenſure , 
and ſhould never have taken upon me to have wrote 


you the Hiſtory of theſe Men, had it not been 
in compliance with the Requeſt of one whom 1 


can deny nothing; for, abandoned as they are, 1 


have no Pleaſure in expoſing them, and could with 
ver) little Inquietude, have feen them per/iſt in their 


Follies, 


ta) 

_ Follies, however wild of ridiculous ; nay, mor even ; 
their Vices, did not the Contag ion 197 Kg: 

ful Influence to the Subverſion n of all 


Senke, 
the Evacuation of « all NS 67 S101 
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N Vitiis Nemo fine Naſcitur: : 
Optimus ile t : 


Qui minimis urgetur 


But alaſs! Sir, 


Trzy fee tlie Right, and ther approve it 


| Condemn the Wrong, and yet the "OG pur- 
ſue. 


And perſiſt in Pradices for ahi their own Hearts 
muſt reproach them. 


That thels Men have been too long inured to 
the moſt daring Impieties,” ever to recant, is a 
Truth too notorious long to be inſiſted on; for 
ſo dangerous are the Opinions, and ſo Blaſphemous 
the Aſertions of this licentibus Aſſembly, by whom 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity have been ſo boldly 
attacked; that there is no ExROR ſo abſurd but 
finds a Farne. nor TRkurn ſo ſound, but meets 
with an ADVERSARY; and all under the ſpecious 
| Diſguiſe of inveſtigating Truth; let me therefore 
* adviſe this Generation of Wranglers, for their 
« own and for the publick Good, to _ - 
oe | 6 leaſt 
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«© leaſt fo confiſtent with themſelves, as not to 
« burn with Zeal for Irreligion, and with Br? 
« ootry for Nonſenſe.” From theſe Men we 
| have every Thing to fear, and nothing to hope 


for; © Folly 7 Joined with _— is Madneſs | in 
— Perfection. 
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